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IN BUSINESS

Tightened Belts, Longer Hair

Barbers and Salons Find Customers Postponing Haircuts, and Clients Look for a Cheaper Cut

By SUSAN HODARA

ERMICE SCHARGEL, Patrlcln
Ryan, Maecy Carrcdl and Jane
Chan nll woear their halr In shost
chic siyics Each wisits a salom
regulardy. Before tips, M Schirpel pay:

170 lor her cul, M. BEyan pays o7, s
Carroll 328, and Ms. Chan, 516,

This discrepancy represents the range o
the: price of a halrcut throughout Wesiches-
ter. While these waemen and gthers maniain
that their cholee of stylist i8 driven by
qualiiy raiber than price, In the shadow ol o
pightensd sconomy, mone of thase in need of
a brim nre fpctoring cost fvto the equation

Janet Chan, n car saleswoman in Moumnl
Kiscn, Remized her priorities when it comsos
ia ber halr. Cut, price, convenlence, she Sidd,
all ihree of which are lulfilled W Fred's
Halrcutiing Salon In Eantonal, where ba

lmnar Roth, alsowe,
director and stylst at
José Eher Salon at
The Westchester; far
befi, Fred [omba, ownier
of Fresl’s Hafrewtting

thedr hair. 1'd rather buy boaks.”

The salon business contioues 10 grow in
Wiestchester. The number of emplovees of
Westchester beauty shops increased 17 per-
cenl berween 1996 and 2001, rising io 2173
from 1,858; barber shop empliees jumped
35 percent over the same period. (o 113 [rom
88, acearding to Scan MeDonald, azsociate
eoorimist for Uwe New Tork State Depsri-
men of Labor, Employes growth rafe was
122 percent moall county service moestries.

Yel thee grawih has Deen affeciec by the
cconomic climate, with thoge charging mi-
drange prices reporting the greatest effect.
Carel Gattuccl, co-owner with her husband,
John, of the Hair Whar! in Katonah, sabd her
prices (haircuts §50) were due (0 rise in
September, but she held off because of the
recession. Meanwhile she is absorbing the
rising costs of the products she wbes, and fef
siylisls are receiving smaller rases. She is
alsp rying 1o accommodate the peeds of
lomgtimie customers whi may be struppling
financialiy.

“If someone is unemployed” she sald
“we'll work out a payment plan or discou
sccording to the stuation.”

e Cherylyn Salon in Harisdale, wher
haircuts are $43 w $39 for women, 335 for
men, hasn't inereased its rates for o year
and 2 hadl, despite rising expenses.

“There was an Increase in faxes"” Said
Chervl Lynch, the salon's owier, “as well as

Omar Foth, above,
director and stylist at
Jott Eber Balon at
The Wesichester: ar
left, Fred lonta. ovwner
of Fred's Haircutung
Halen in Katonah, and
Teft, employess work-
g at Fred's, B,
Kare O'Connor cuts
the hair of Casey
Drunn, 5, a1 the Har
Whard in Katomah,

in product costs. 'Wio sperd $250 a week on
coffee and snacks alene. She said her si-
lon's weskly sopendigures o8l roughly
$212,000.

Angelo Torzilll, the owner of the Hair
Exchange, 4 2l-year-gid busivess in Ploas-
aniville, where haincuts range from Sd 1o
80 sadd businest has skowed for him (his
year. The Hair Exchange is near Thome
wood, where most salons chafge berwoen
$30 o S50

“Cuslomers ane strelSmng Then ageon-
ments from every three =2 four weeks o
every seven Lo eight weeks," Mr. Torzill
said “and they ro postponing varkss ireats
ks

Even some salons charging the lewest
rates are oot immume 0 the effects of the
ecopomy. * People are rying to save,” said
Frad loata, owner of Fred's, where up to 15

hairdressers are kept busy six days a week.
“They'll come in mr}-ﬁ:wﬂﬂﬂ-iﬁﬂ.ﬁnﬂ.ﬂ
every three, We're all in the same baat™
EVERTHELESS. there ane thoss
who consider even the mast expen-
N:i'n! haireut money well spent i
they are pleased with the resules
Patricia Byan, a wriler who Lves i Ir-
vington, followed her stylist (0 her present
lecation, Salon Shin in Eastchester, whero
Mi Ryan enjoys & scalp massage during
shampooing and a shoulder and neck mas-

Pt Faben ey e D The e -

sage after her cul. Mg, Byan sabd her hair-
cits, along with the relaxing experisnce, ane
waorth the $57 price.

Ms. Schargel of Mamaroneck, acknowl-
cdged tha: the José Eber Salen in The
Meslchester in White Plains, is one af the
miosl expensive n the county. but she stil
visils her siylist there svery Six wesis.

Koren Brand a chel who lives in Pleas-
antwille, considers bor 3020 hadrewt al Joss
Eber a bargain oompared with what she

Tiveh T Manhatiam. Mow e
maintaine her layered shag every =
wiles, "I | were hurting financially 1°d ot
aul something else,” she said,

And indeed, Westchester's pricier salons
are holding their own, including José Eber
(haircuts, 585 1 $120 for wamen, $65 1o §75
for men) and Elfraheth Arden Red Door
Salen and Spa (halrcuts $57-5115), akss im
The Westchester.

Leah Fretwell, Elizabeth Arden's general
manager, said she was pleased with the
salon’s growth since i opened 4 year ago.
“This 15 3 difficult climate for opening a
salon but we've been doing well ™ she soid

Oimar Roth, sales director and stylist an
José Eber, reportad that the last year was
ane of the salaa's busicst,

1 can"t fignare it ool Be Sakd “"But
hearing the bonuses our clients receive, the
walue ol thelr homes, you realize whit we'ne
charging is nothing for therm."”




